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Restore Chakma-Hajong rights: Civil body to
government
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The present imbroglio on the Chakma-Hajong Rights issue is a reflection

of monumental failure and mismanagement by the government. Civil

organizations urge restoration of all rights to vulnerable Chakmas and
Hajongs without further delay as 90 per cent of them are already
citizens by birth and hence the restoration of Citizenship Rights is out of

question.

Right Cause, an organization working for the marginalized and
vulnerable tribal groups is concerned with the continuing denial and
deprivation of legitimate democratic rights of the Chakmas and Hajongs

of Arunachal Pradesh.
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The issue of citizenship in Arunachal Pradesh is a fall out of the anti-
foreigner agitation in Assam and is politically motivated. Citizenship has
been already granted implicitly to them when the Government
rehabilitated them and allotted 5 acres of land per family in the1960s.
The issue has been unnecessarily politicized and has become like the
proverbial goose that lays golden eggs at the cost of vulnerable Chakma
and Hajong tribal population. The population of 47, 471 (as per 2011
Census) has been blown out of proportion to 1 lakh in order to create
fear and xenophobia in the state claims Mahendra Chakma, President,

Right Cause.

According to him, the present problem is also a result of
misidentification of Tibetan refugees who have not accepted India
Citizenship and decided to go back once Tibet is free and Chakma and
Hajong refugees who have come with the intent of making India their
permanent home as they are anyway persons of Indian origin. Blanket
labeling of refugees under one bucket and failure to recognize this

distinction has led to the present crisis. The Chakma refugees who came

in 1986 and were camped in Indo-Bangladesh borders in Tripura and
repatriated in 1997 are different and not to be confused with that of
Chakma and Hajong refugees who are permanently rehabilitated in the
North East Frontier Agency (NEFA) formerly the North East Frontier

Tracts.

Chakma during a press meet Saturday, demanded immediate restoration
of all rights like public employment banned in 1980, issue of ration card
in 1991, and reinstate the Gaon Burah/Panchayati Raj institution which

was canceled in 1984.
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“We at Right Cause also urge all stakeholders and political leaders not
to politicize the issue further and work together towards a permanent
solution to the problem. It is sad to see that the patriotism of the

Chakmas and their loyalty to India has been exploited by the

governments, the it settled them in NEFA to safeguard China border but
50 years after rehabilitation continue to face this ordeal suspended

between the mirage of citizenship and threat of deportation,” he said.

Syed Miraz Ahmed

Writes, edits and researches. In 2013 he was conferred the Rotary International
District 3240 Young Achiever Award for his work in the area of environment and
digital journalism. In 2006 he was awarded first in the category of Wildlife
Photography by the Department of Environment & Forests and Tourism,
Government of Assam.

BY SYED MIRAZ AHMED

Boost for Assam youth entrepreneurship
Karbi outfit expresses ire over TV report
US team in search of NE war martyr
Karbi outfit calls for total shutdown

WWF-India, Capgemini, launches One Planet Academy in Guwahati

ON THIS DAY

Page 3 of 4


http://127.0.0.1:3008/taxonomy/term/2082
http://127.0.0.1:3008/taxonomy/term/2367
http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/Syed%20Miraz%20Ahmed
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/boost-for-assam-youth-entrepreneurship-20247
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/karbi-outfit-expresses-ire-over-tv-report-20207
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/us-team-in-search-of-ne-war-martyr-20188
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/karbi-outfit-calls-for-total-shutdown-20157
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/wwf-india-capgemini-launches-one-planet-academy-in-guwahati-20088

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

CDC of Nazira conducts inspection of Fair Price Shops

Rongmei Community Celebrates 7th Cultural and Freshers’ Meet in Guwahati

Congress-AIUDF deal finalized

Manas National Park opens for visitors

Link roads inaugurated in Kapahera

RELATED

Indigenous Peoples’ Group Marks Foundation Day in Mariani

People’s consultation on agroecology, climate adaptation concludes in Jorhat

USTM concludes workshop on academic writing and scholarly publishing

‘Grit & Glory’ released in Guwahati, highlights RSS work in Northeast

Young poet Avinash Bastabha’s “The Tale of Termites’ unveiled in Jorhat

Page 4 of 4


http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/cdc-of-nazira-conducts-inspection-of-fair-price-shops-23598
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/rongmei-community-celebrates-7th-cultural-and-freshers-meet-in-guwahati-23597
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/congress-aiudf-deal-finalized-22590
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/manas-national-park-opens-for-visitors-22186
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/link-roads-inaugurated-in-kapahera-19975
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/indigenous-peoples-group-marks-foundation-day-in-mariani
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/peoples-consultation-on-agroecology-climate-adaptation-concludes-in-jorhat
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/ustm-concludes-workshop-on-academic-writing-and-scholarly-publishing
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/grit-glory-released-in-guwahati-highlights-rss-work-in-northeast
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/young-poet-avinash-bastabhas-the-tale-of-termites-unveiled-in-jorhat

