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Polling ends, eyes on Mar 11
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Amid unprecedented security measures, the second and final phase of
assembly polling ended in Manipur on Wednesday with huge turn out

which might touch the 85 per cent mark.

Barring a few stray incidents, the polling at 1151 covering 22
constituencies were by and large peaceful where the people on large
number exercised their franchise to decide on the fate of 98 candidates

who include Okram Ibobi Singh and rights crusader Irom Sharmila.

Both they are directly pitted against each other in Thoubal constituency.

Voting began at 7in the morning where electorates in large number

made huge queue in front of the booths to exercise their franchise.

Hemanta Singh
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ABSU burns copies of ‘Hamkoshar Parishista’ over
Bodo script issue
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KOKRAJHAR, September 22, 2026 — The All Bodo Students’ Union

(ABSU) on Tuesday burnt copies of a book titled Hamkoshar Parishista
during protests held at several locations across Assam, including
Gauhati University, objecting to what it described as the use of the

Assamese script to represent the Bodo language.
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Hamkoshar Parishista is a multilingual appendix containing learning
resources for indigenous languages of Assam, including Bodo, Rabha,

Mising and Karbi.

During the protests, ABSU members alleged that Bodo has been
represented in the publication using the Assamese script instead of

Devanagari, the script used for Bodo.

The organisation asserted that Bodo is recognised under the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution of India and is an Associate Official
Language of Assam. ABSU demanded that Bodo be represented in its

recognised script in educational and learning resources.

ABSU president Khwrwmdao Wary said the use of the Assamese script
to represent Bodo in the publication was disrespectful to the Bodo

language and literature.

He said Bodo is an Associate Official Language of Assam and a language

recognised under the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
Wary demanded the immediate withdrawal of the publication in its

present form and called for the use of the Devanagari script for Bodo in

the book.
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