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The Regional Institute of Science & Technology (RIST), run by the ERD

Foundation, Guwahati, has offered a unique facility to poor but

meritorious students helping them to pursue their dreams of becoming

engineers. The Meghalaya based institute has implemented a scheme to

make higher education accessible to the meritorious students from poor

families of northeast India. “Under the scheme nearly 100 below poverty

level meritorious students are presently pursuing the BTech courses in

different branches of RIST,” said M. Haque, the chairman of ERDF. He

also added that the students should score above 70% mark in final 10+2

examination to avail the facility in RIST. The students may approach the

RIST with their certificate/mark-sheets with two recommendation letters

(one from the Principal of the school/college last attended and other

from any religious body/ institution familiar with the student’s locality.
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Kokadeuta Nati Aru Hati 2 Set for July 3 Release,
Reviving an Assamese Classic
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More than four decades after the release of the iconic Assamese film

Kokadeuta Nati Aru Hati, audiences across Assam are preparing to

welcome its sequel, Kokadeuta Nati Aru Hati 2, which is scheduled to hit

theatres on July 3.
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Originally released on November 18, 1983, the Nip Barua-directed film

remains one of the most beloved family dramas in Assamese cinema.

Built around the emotional bond between a grandfather, his grandson

and an elephant, the film captured the simplicity, values and cultural

ethos of rural Assam and became a landmark success at the box office.

The original film featured the late actor Nipon Goswami as Kokadeuta

and Pranjal Saikia as Moina, the grandson. The story revolved around

Moina's childhood, his friendship with the family elephant Brikodor, and

his growing companionship with Makon, an orphaned girl adopted by

his grandfather. The film continues to enjoy a strong emotional

connection with audiences even today.

The movie also holds a special place in public memory as Assam Chief

Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma appeared as a child artiste in the

popular song Ek Dui Tini Saari, Juti Dilu Goru Gari, a clip that continues

to circulate widely on social media.

Produced by Pride East Entertainment, Kokadeuta Nati Aru Hati 2 has

been conceptualised and produced by Riniki Bhuyan Sharma,

Chairperson and Managing Director of the media group. The sequel

seeks to revive a cherished cultural legacy while presenting a story

designed for contemporary audiences.

In a notable role reversal from the original film, Pranjal Saikia will now

portray the grandfather, while actor Utpal Das will play the grandson.

Actor Jatin Bora appears as the son of Pranjal Saikia's character.
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The film boasts an ensemble cast that includes Adil Hussain, Prostuti

Porasor, Preety Kongana, Tapan Das, Debajit Mazumdar, Jolly Laskar,

Jeanette Bay, Siddhant Kalita, Pankaj Mahanta, Shreya Borthakur,

Apurba Goswami and Rajkumar Chutia, among others. Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma also makes a cameo appearance in the film.

Directed by Biswajeet Bora, known for films such as Aisa Yeh Jahaan,

Bahniman, Raktabeez, God on the Balcony and Boomba Ride, the sequel

aims to preserve the emotional appeal of the original while adopting a

contemporary cinematic style.

The screenplay has been written by Bhaskar Hazarika, with

cinematography by Pradip Daimary and editing by Shweta Venkat.

Sound design has been handled by Amrit Pritam and Debojit Changmai,

while the background score has been composed by Ajay Singha.

Music for the film has been created by Joi Barua, Pranoy Dutta and

Tarali Sarma. The soundtrack features voices such as Zubeen Garg,

Dwipen Baruah, Tarali Sarma, Joi Barua, Ereka Ann, Arupjyoti Baruah,

Nahid Afrin and Prabin Borah. Among the songs already attracting

attention is Runjun, sung and composed by Zubeen Garg.

With nostalgia surrounding the original film still intact and expectations

high among audiences, Kokadeuta Nati Aru Hati 2 is poised to become

one of the most anticipated Assamese film releases of the year.

Prantik Deka
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