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GUWAHATI: At a time when floodwave and erosion continue to ravage

Assam, a mute Brahmaputra Board runs with a section of corrupt

officials and an “illegaly appointed” officier at its helm of affairs.

Speaking to assamtimes, chairman with Assam Enviro-Legal Protection

Society Anjan Goswami alleges that set up to check flood and erosion in

the state with as many as 48 projects, the Board now runs without a

permanent chairman which is a clear violation of the Section 4 of the

Brahmaputra Board Act, 1980.

“We have already knocked at the door of the Gauhati High Court to

challenge the appointment of Dr TG Anthony Balan, who was stated to

be a retired person.

He was allowed to function as the chairman of the Board without any

lawful extension of his service and without the approval of the

Appointment Committee of Cabinet (ACC),” says the legal advisor with

the NGO legal advisor NH Mazharbhuyan.

According to Mr Majarbhuyan, “after the filing of a case (No 2714/2007)

at the Gauhati High Court, Balan was replaced.
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“And that too by SK Choudhury, a Shillong-based Chief Engineer of

Brahmaputra and Barak Basins under the Central Water Commission by

giving him the additional charge of running the board.”

The officials with the NGO maintain that as per the laid down rules, the

sitting vice-president of the Board PK Deka should have given the

charge in the absence of the chairman which didnot happen, they rue.

Mr Goswami further levels an accusing finger against a section of Board

officials saying these people engage contractors from outside and also in

several cases , payments are made illegally in advance.

Mr Mazharbhuyan and Mr Goswami say they will leave for New Delhi

soon to apprise the Union water resource minister and the as the MPs

from the North-east, of the irregularities and functionings that have

been puncturing the Board.
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Gogoi comes up with steps to check infiltration

Dreaded ULFA leader appreended

AAKRSU activists arrested; 1000 kamatapur bandh on Sunday

Rabha Hasongs withdraws strike

Rajdhani Blast: NSG to assist probe
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Assam Sahitya Sabha celebrates 'Mother Tongue Day' in Mangaldai

Main accused in police recruitment scam arrested

1st Inter Udalguri District School Athletics Meet held

Conservation activist Purnima Devi Barman receives prestigious National Award

‘Islamist fundamentalists in Bangladesh a threat to northeast India’
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