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NGO concerns on indigenous peoples rights
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Imphal: The Centre for Research and Advocacy, Manipur (CRA) extends
warm greetings to all the indigenous peoples in Manipur and beyond on
World's Indigenous Peoples Day on 9th August 2020. At the foremost,
CRA expresses our concern with the increased case of infection of
indigenous peoples to Covid 19 infection, abetted by limitations in
health infrastructure and inadequate testing facilities in Manipur. The
increased loss of lives due to denial of urgent medical needs of non-
Covid patients by medical establishments in Manipur on the pretext of

following Covid 19 regulations is a matter of serious concern.
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CRA also expresses our concern with the aggressive pursuance of
extractive industries, unsustainable energy projects and large
infrastructure projects under India's Act East Policy. Several
Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) were signed for dam building,
oil exploration, mining, agribusiness etc in Manipur. The Jubilant Energy
and Oil India Limited commenced oil and gas exploration works in the
year 2012 and 2017 without peoples' consent in Tamenglong,
Churachandpur, Imphal West Districts etc. The oil companies failed to

recognize indigenous peoples' rights over their land and resources.

Similarly, the Government signed MoUs with mining companies to
commence Chromium and Limestone mining in Manipur without the
consultation and consent of indigenous communities and without
conducting impact assessments. The Government of Manipur signed
MoUs with M/s Sarvesh Refractories Pvt. Ltd, M/s Rourkela Minerals
Pvt. Ltd, 14/s Gulf Natural Resources, M/s Balassore Alloys Ltd etc in
2017 without informing and discussing all implications of mining in

Manipur.

The building of large dams continues to be pursued despite the
controversies, adverse impacts, failure, and wastage of public resources
by large dams in Manipur. The Government notified expression of
interest for building large dams despite the devastations of Mapithel
dam and Loktak project. The 1500 MW Tipaimukh dam, 190 MW
Pabram, bang dam etc will destroy indigenous peoples' livelihood

sources.
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The dilution of policies to facilitate India's neoliberal development
agenda abetted with financing by the Asian Development Bank, the
World Bank, Japan International Cooperation Agency etc is a matter of
urgent concern that will undermine indigenous peoples human rights
and entrap Manipur into debt. The Draft Forest Policy 2018, amendment
of Indian Forest Act, 1927 in 2019 will alienate communities from the
traditional forest. The Draft Environment Impact Assessment
notification 2020 will intensify pursuance of extractive industries etc
without Environment Impact Assessments.

The Government of Manipur should withdraw MoUs and all licenses
granted to oil companies, mining companies, dam building companies
etc without recognizing peoples self-determined rights over their land
and without their consent. The production sharing contract and
petroleum exploration licences to oil companies should be withdrawn.

All MoUs signed for mining and to build dams should be revoked.

The Government should urgently ensure the right to health of all in
Manipur during the Pandemic and accord primacy in improving health
care and facilities. Development aggression pursued with militarization
should not be pursued in Manipur. The Armed Forces Special Powers
Act, 1958, should be repealed. The government must uphold the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 2007 and recognize
indigenous peoples' rights to self-determination over their land &
resources and their right to free prior and informed consent before
development interventions on their land. 4 44-46 4.71AbetrIM/ Preskint
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Media Houses Targeted Amid Escalating Violence in Churachandpur, Manipur

Manipur Fishers Union Fume as NHPC Seeks Extension for Controversial Loktak
Hydro Project

Manipur tribal boody demands retraction and apology for publishing fake story by
reputed publishing agencies

Manipur: Health Camp organised for Victims of Manipur Ethnic Violence

Sporadic Violence Continues in Manipur as Suspected Kuki Militants Launch Fresh
Attacks on Meitei Villages

ON THIS DAY

APCC demands CBI investigation into Kokrajhar encounter killing

Shameful: police recruitment test cancelled

ABSU expelled Rinjoy Boro

NSCN (R) cadres apprehended

Air ambulance in Manipur soon

RELATED

Statue of first Bodo engineer Haliram Brahma installed at Bodoland University

Illegal earth excavation alleged along Namti River in Nazira

Cattle theft in Geleki: One arrested, two escape

Shyntor Festival to return to Shyntorbulia in December
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Third citizens’ convention in Nazira calls for scientific probe into July 19 floods
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