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New President for AGP- Mahanta set to return
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Our correspondent from Guwahati: In a bid to unite all regional forces to recoup power

at Dispur from Congress, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has determined to constitute a

working group for unification. And they are all set to get a new president to clear the

decks for the much-hyped reunification. This was decided by the party in its central

executive committee meeting held at Mangaldoi on Sunday. Most of the members of the

committee have come down heavily on party president Brindaban Goswami for his

failure to coalesce the party with AGP (Progressive) led by former Chief Minister Prafulla

Kumar Mahanta. The party top guns came down heavily on Goswami for his lack of

efficiency and asked him to step down immediately. Mr Goswami and his loyalists

further came in for sharp attack for the “alleged attempt to prevent the founder

president and former chief minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta from entering into the
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party. Even Mr Goswami’s close associates including Sarbananda Sonowal, Padma

Hazarika and Kumar Deepak Das alleged that there has been attempt to stonewall Mr

Mahanta and his associates Some leaders even threatened to quit the party if Mr

Goswami fails to quit the presidentship saying the sitting president is, in fact, damaging

the prospect of the state’s biggest regional forces. They are of the view that due to

expulsion of Mahanta before the assembly poll, the AGP has suffered a crisis due to the

expulsion. The general view in the executive committee is that the party can be

strengthened if Mahanta comes back to the party and takes the leadership. It was felt

that Mahanta was chief minister of the state for two times and AGP can not be revived

without Mahanta. Mahanta is now leading AGP (P) after his expulsion from the party

having one seat in the state assembly. The members called for a general house meeting

of the party for threadbare discussion on the issue of unification on July 22. The

executive committee will also sit on July 21 to discuss the next course of action. In the

midst of the din that rocked the executive meeting, Mr Goswami offered to quit when

the party wants but supported the move to forge pact with non Congress parties to oust

the Tarun Gogoi Government from the power. Meanwhile when contacted Mahanta

refused to comment on the issue and said he is not interested in the internal matter of

any political party. However he said all like minded regional parties should come under

one umbrella for the best interests of the state and its people. Discussions are on with

many regional parties for this unification, he said.
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