Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Need to refrain from communal politics in India
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India is reeking under increasing communal polarisation and urgent
steps to check it are warranted. Between 24 August and 2 October
2008, more than 300 villages in 14 districts of Orissa state were affected
by communal violence. 4,300 houses were burnt and 57 people were
killed. 2 women were gang-raped. 149 churches and 13 educational
institutions were attacked. In Kartnataka state, 19 churches in 4
districts were attacked and 20 women sustained serious injuries. In
other states of India, like in Kerala 3 churches were attacked, in Madhya
Pradesh 4 churches were attacked, and one church was attacked in
Delhi and Tamil Nadu each. In the state of Uttarakhand, 2 people were
killed. In all the above incidents, Christian community was targeted by
the Hindu right-wing fundamentalist groups. On other hand, the
horrendous incidents of bomb blasts have rocked the country and

muslim community is seemingly perceived to be in the dock.

"The politics of communal polarisation has upped since a senior Bhartiya
Janta Party (BJP) leader - Lal Krishna Advani, who had declared himself
as a prime minister in-waiting, - bore a crushing defeat in the
parliament on Indo-US Nuclear Deal, and was also threatened by the
rising iconic Mayawati as a potential prime-ministerial candidate" said
Dr Sandeep Pandey, Ramon Magsaysay Awardee (2002) and the national

convener of National Alliance of People's Movements (NAPM).
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In Lucknow, the state capital of Uttar Pradesh state in India, a
demonstration was staged today where retired Inspector-General of
Police SR Darapuri (Dalit Mukti Morcha), Muhammad Ahmad (Jamaat-i-
islami), Professor Roop Rekha Verma (former Vice Chancellor of
Lucknow University and represents Saajhi Duniya), Advocate
Salahuddin Khan (National Democratic Forum), Rakesh (IPTA), Irfan
Ahmad (People's Union for Civil Liberties - PUCL), MM Naseem (Forum
for Peace and Unity), Arvind Murti (Editor, Sachchi Muchchi and
represents National Alliance of People's Movements - NAPM), Fareed
Abbasi (Editor, Lucknow Lead) and Dr Sandeep Pandey (Asha Parivar)

took active part.

They condemned the attempts to divide the nation by creating
communal polarization and demanded that the communal organizations
should be stopped form doing so. They also appealed to the people of
India to protect themselves from communal politics and fail their evil

designs.

- Bobby Ramakant

(The author is a World Health Organization (WHO)’s WNTD Awardee
(2008) and writes extensively on health and development. He can be

contacted at: bobbyramakant@yahoo.com)
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Scaling up clinic-based tobacco cessation in India
Further dilution of pictorial tobacco warnings feared
Citizens of India-Pakistan stand-up for peace

Cancer treatment by linear accelerator is a reality now

India embraces smoke-free policies on GandhiA¢4,—4,,¢s birth anniversary

ON THIS DAY

APCC demands CBI investigation into Kokrajhar encounter killing
Shameful: police recruitment test cancelled

ABSU expelled Rinjoy Boro

NSCN (R) cadres apprehended

Air ambulance in Manipur soon
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