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The North East Election watch, a part of National Election Watch (NEW)

has been monitoring the candidates for 2009 Urban Local Body

elections to be held on July 31 next, covering 70 number of town

committees and municipal boards of Assam.

In these Urban Local body Elections, total 673 wards of the states will

face elections where 29 constituencies are reserved for SC, 34 for SC

women, 5 for ST, 5 for ST women and 212 wards for general women.

The Supreme Court of India has declared through its verdict dated

March 13, 2003 that “It is essential by law to provide that a candidate

seeking election shall furnish the details of all his assets (movable and

immoveable) possessed by him or her, wife-husband, dependent

relations, duly supported by an affidavit.

The verdict also reads that “It was suggested that inasmuch as charges

were framed by a court on the basis of the material placed before it by

the prosecution including the material disclosed by the charge-sheet,

providing for disqualification on the ground of framing of the charge-

sheet would be neither unjust nor unreasonable or arbitrary.”

It also pointed out that ‘People are generally lured to enter politics of

contest elections for getting rich overnight. Before allowing people to

enter public life the public has a right to know the antecedents of such

persons.’

On the basis of the landmark judgment, though the State Election

Commission of Assam has made declaration of Assets, Liabilities,

Criminal records and Educational background mandatory for the

candidates of Urban Local Body, however, the Commission did not take

necessary steps to bring the information into the public domain by

unloading this information into their website for easy access of the
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citizens.

With sheer difficulties, NEEW volunteers collected the photocopies of

the affidavits of ULB election candidates of Jorhat, Golaghat and

Lakhimpur districts of Assam and carried out systematic analysis of

these for the voters of these constituencies.

The highlights of such information are as below:

Total 338 candidates are covered in this analysis from Jorhat, Golaghat,

and Lakhimpur districts of Assam. Candidates from nine town

committees and four municipal boards’ elections are covered here. Total

three criminals are conte4sting in these constituencies and all are from

Congress party. The age group of 31-40 is dominating the list with 113

candidates from this age group followed by 41-50 age groups with 100

candidates. Two candidates are more than 71 years of age. Eighty two

percent candidates do not have PAN numbers. One hundred Lakhpaties

are contesting the election from these constituencies where Ashok

Kumar Malpani tops the list with more than a crore assets. Nine of these

candidates have declared Zero assets.

Daya Nath Singh

Journalist; Guwahati Press Club office Secretary
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'Gamusa' politics come on fore during festivals only
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Concern over Hayagriva Madhav Temple repairs

Politics on Assam Accord

Politics is a ‘chronic disease’ that haunts a politician life long

Siddhartha Bhattacharjee felicitated

ON THIS DAY

Arms recovered

Essay competition for students

Programme on pursuing career after graduation held at Doomdooma

Daoharu Mungkhlong trophy match from Oct 1

BTC special session discusses development
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