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Nagaland villagers advocate for Sustainable
Development

‘ Amarjyoti Borah 20 April 2013 11978 views

Despite seeing development in terms of infrastructure and vehicles in
the oil rich districts of Sibsagar, Dibrugarh and Tinsukia in neighbouring
Assam, the villagers of Nagaland seem unmoved over the lack of

development in their own state.

The Wokha district in Nagaland, is a oil rich district but however
development till date couldn’t actually take place as a result of public

protest and also protests by different organizations.
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“The system of ownership over land and resources is different in
Nagaland, and here its not owned by a single individual but by the
community as a whole, and to do any activity such as oil exploration, the
community as a whole must give the consent,” said Manisha Medhi, a

research scholar based in Assam.

“Even the person beneath whose land the oil or any other natural
resource is found doesn’t have the sole right or authority over the

resource, but will rest on the entire community,” said Medhi.

Several senior residents of the Wokha district, when approached
however said that they are happy with things as it is, and added that
they are not much pained in seeing developments in the oil rich areas in

the neighbouring state.

“There has been some development in areas such as Sibsagar in Assam,
but it is not at all uniform and not decentralized. Only some selective
people have gained, and most poor people basically the farmers, have
suffered to a great extent,” said Nyanbemo Ngullie, a senior leader of
the Lotha tribe, which is a strong force in Wokha where the oil fields are

located.

The Lotha leader, who had once championed the fight against oil giants
ONGC, said that he and everyone at Wokha is voicing for sustainable

development to bring benefits for everyone.

“I have myself visited the developed districts in Assam and have
witnessed the developmental scenario there. The benefits of the
developmental activities have gone only to some individual and also to
one section of the society, but overall we can’t call that development,”

said Ngullie.
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A study carried out under a media fellowship offered by the National
Foundation for India (NFI) shows that though the Wokha district in
Nagaland, and the Sibsagar, Dibrugarh and Tinsukia districts in Assam
are oil rich, the people are a whole are yet to benefit from the natural

resources.

Amarjyoti Borah

Amarjyoti Borah is a National Foundation for India (NFI) media fellow.
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