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President Pranab Mukherjee will be arriving on a two-day visit May 13.

Mukherjee will give away the Asom Ratna, Srimanta Sankaradeva

Awards and to address the 13th Annual Convocation of Assam

University.

On May 13, he will confer the Asom Ratna Award for 2012 posthumously

to Jnanpith winner Indira Mamoni Raisom Goswami.

He will also give away the Srimanta Sankaradeva Award for 2008 to

renowned film actress Sharmila Tagore at the same ceremony to be held

at Pragjyoti ITA Centre for Performing Arts at Machkhowa, Guwahati

from 4 pm.

Governor J B Patnaik, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and Cultural Affairs

Minister Pranatee Phukan will also be present at the award ceremony.

The President will then attend the closing ceremony of the Golden

Jubilee celebrations of Pandu College in Guwahati on the same day at

5.30 pm.
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The next day on May 14, Mukherjee will leave for Silchar in south

Assam to address the 13th Annual Convocation of Assam University,

they added.
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KOKRAJHAR, September 22, 2026 — The All Bodo Students’ Union

(ABSU) on Tuesday burnt copies of a book titled Hamkoshar Parishista

during protests held at several locations across Assam, including

Gauhati University, objecting to what it described as the use of the

Assamese script to represent the Bodo language.

Hamkoshar Parishista is a multilingual appendix containing learning

resources for indigenous languages of Assam, including Bodo, Rabha,

Mising and Karbi.

During the protests, ABSU members alleged that Bodo has been

represented in the publication using the Assamese script instead of

Devanagari, the script used for Bodo.

The organisation asserted that Bodo is recognised under the Eighth

Schedule of the Constitution of India and is an Associate Official

Language of Assam. ABSU demanded that Bodo be represented in its

recognised script in educational and learning resources.

ABSU president Khwrwmdao Wary said the use of the Assamese script

to represent Bodo in the publication was disrespectful to the Bodo

language and literature.

He said Bodo is an Associate Official Language of Assam and a language

recognised under the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.

Wary demanded the immediate withdrawal of the publication in its

present form and called for the use of the Devanagari script for Bodo in

the book.
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Assam Times Kokrajhar bureau office, BTAD.
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