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Mass support for Elephants on the Line
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Elephants on the Line (EOL), a programme to reduce man-animal
conflict along Indo-Bhutan in Assam, is showing results. Casualities on
both sides came down to 90 percent with measures by EOL with the
help of community, local administration, forest department, All Bodo

Stuedents Union, Adivasi Students Union, local NGOs and various tea

gardens in Udalguri district, said Jayanta Kumar Das, coordinator of the
programme. Udalguri district reports the highest HEC- related human
and elephant death rates for the Bhutan-Indian transboundary elephant
population, as well as the highest recent HEC death rates in Assam and
India as a whole. Media and local forest department reported death of

13 people in 2012, 19 in 2013 and 22 in 2014 as against number of

elephants death as 8, 10 and 7 respectively. Elephants on the Line
(EOL) is a program which serves as a guide for significant community-
based conservation projects involving education, training, HEC
prevention as short term goals while afforestation, fringe population
welfare, creation of elephant refuges with water, fodder and shelter and
other goals like reinstating corridors for safe elephant movements
remain some of the long term initiatives, said conservation activist

Mubina Akhtar.

Escalating man-elephant conflict continue to take a heavy toll on the
pachyderm. At the root of the conflict lies rampant deforestation and
large scale organised encroachment that drastically eroded and
degraded elephant habitats. For the globally endengered Asian
elephant, the Bhutan-India transboundary area holds specially
significance, as it provides refuge to nearly 10% of the species' world

population including 40% of India's remaining elephant population.
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Elephants on the Line, a programme involving three countries---India,
Bhutan and the United States is headed by Lisa Mills, North Carolina
State University. The programme has a number of experts including-- Dr.
Ellen Cheng, Heidi Riddle, Mamtha Satyanarayan, Jayanta Kumar Das,
Mubina Akhtar, Dr KK Sarma, Sonam Wangdi from the three sides.
Funded by the US Fish and Wildlife Service this community based
programme is aimed basically to reduce the loss of human and elephant
lives and the primary target area for the program is the region
encompassing Udalguri district (in Assam, India) and southern Bhutan

border areas.

More than one hundred vounteers cum activists led by Rajen Boro,
Anshuma Basumatary, Shubbit Chawra are working round-the-clock
along Bhutan- Assam border propagating "dos and don'ts" among
people, said Dipen Boro of the All Bodo Students' Union who happens to

be a core member of the programme.

Elephants are attracted by the smell of brew that are locally made by
villagers and tea garden communities. The pachyderm often break
houses attracted by the smell. EOl's advise not to prepare brew or store
inside houses paid off. The fringe communities of Nonoi and other
forest reserves are strictly adhering to the EOL guidelines like not to
construct any structure on traditional elephant migration routes, not to
enter the forest where there are elephants present to collect firewood or
fodder during the early morning and late afternoon, not to try to drive
wild elephants alone, not to go out of their houses alone and without a

torchlight at night etc. Further, EOL advises villagers to stay away from

a bull in musth. They are dangerous and can charge from a distance,
mother with baby can attack fearing harm etc. EOL also appeal to
communities not to tease wild elephants by pelting stones or throwing

torchlight beam etc.
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Recently, the forest department and tea garden authorities have agreed
to create forests agreeing to a proposal by EOL in the area as an
elephant . It is to be noted that hundreds of hectares of forest was

cleared in the last two decades by encroachers and timber traders.

Chandan Kumar Duarah

The writer is a former Robert Bosch Fellow, an environmentalist and Guwahati
based journalist.
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