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Rock outfits of the country, especially the Northeast, have long had to

grapple with the lack of opportunities – be it a platform to showcase

their abilities or a medium through which they can reach out to the

populace. Practitioners of the genre would say this is nothing new but

given the immense pool of talent here, it is indeed sad that nothing

much has changed over the past couple of decades. Despite the dreary

scenario, however, the enthusiasm and efforts of a few people still

manage to bring a smile to one’s face, proving that when it comes to

rock the spirit is all that is required, is all that it matters.

Meet Sanjib Kalita – a rock enthusiast who has combined his love for

music and his expertise over the World Wide Web to create

www.indianmusicmug.com – one of the most sought after music portals

of the country, and even abroad. Witnessing hits from people in various

parts of the world who all want a slice of the music scene of the region,

the IndianMusicMug blog is a perfect example of how determination can

move the greatest of obstacles.
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Sanjib, a final year graduation student in a city college, says that the

desire to provide his friends and fellow musicians with a platform to

reach out to people was the sole objective behind starting his blog. As

he says, “Given the lack of shows on television and space in the print

media, I decided to start the web portal to promote the local talents by

publishing their band profiles and reviewing their albums and singles.

Since the web is not limited to any country or area, bands have been

able to reach out to people all across the globe.”

The web portal has recently released an audio compilation, Metal

Hangover 0.1, which has a number of Northeastern bands sharing space

with other Indian and international outfits. The compilation was

prepared with the basic objective of promoting the regional bands

throughout the globe, says Sanjib.

The tracklist of the audio compilation includes the likes of Demonic

Resurrection (Mumbai, India), Shift (Melbourne, Australia), Devoid

(Mumbai, India), Testing Tomorrow (Los Angeles, California), Slain

(Bangalore, India), Albatross (Mumbai, India), Phobia (Delhi, India),

Shades Of Retribution (Duliajan, India), Weeping Roses (Guwahati,

India), Violent Edge (Guwahati, India), Asylum (Mumbai, India) and

Doorstep Casket (Guwahati, India). More than 200 copies of the album

was downloaded across the globe on the day of its release.
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The going, however, has not been easy for Sanjib who lacked the

resources to launch and maintain a website. “Though I had nurtured the

idea of launching a website for a long time I was not able to proceed

because I didn’t have much technical expertise in the subject. I finally

gathered enough money to register the domain name and include some

appealing designs with a new server very soon.”

The young music promoter also feels that the overall rock scene in the

region needs to undergo a major makeover if it has to win the favour of

musicians, youth and guardians alike. “A number of gigs are organized

in pubs these days but many youngsters and their parents are hesitant

because of the use of alcohol and other narcotic substances there. As

such, I feel that more gigs and concerts should be organized in open

spaces, parks and other recreation areas.”

Aiyushman Dutta

Journalist and Founder Secretary, Eastern Beats Music Society.
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Festival of Indigenous Music, Games and Culture enthralls Dimapur

Thai muicians to perform in City
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First recorded case in Meghalaya, toothbrush removed from woman’s stomach

without surgery

Digital Literacy Curriculum Centre at Golaghat

Special session underway at IFFI to commemorate NE cinema

ON THIS DAY

APCC demands CBI investigation into Kokrajhar encounter killing

Shameful: police recruitment test cancelled

ABSU expelled Rinjoy Boro

NSCN (R) cadres apprehended

Air ambulance in Manipur soon
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