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Indian immigrant’s debut offering bridges East-West
musical divide
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For a change, the voice of the Indian diaspora is now being heard, albeit
without the expected, ubiquitous sitar and tabla. Mumbai-born and US-
based musician Ameet Kamath recently released his debut album,
Greasy Rails, in New York, breaking new grounds in bridging the

popular divide of the music of the East and the West.
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Talking about his debut offering, Ameet says, “Greasy Rails is about
coming to terms with what matters in life. It’s about refusing to take
anything less than what you’ve been seeking.” He adds, “In it, I'm
telling stories so that the listeners can understand life as I do -
constantly negotiating spaces as an immigrant in the 21st century.” The
language he chooses to narrate his stories in, however, is pure global

rock.

Having been born and grown up in Mumbai, Ameet’s tryst with music
began as a member of a school choir. But then came the wave of
western pop - in the form of Beatles, ABBA and Queen - which left an

impact more far-reaching than anyone ever imagined.

It was this infatuation that brought him to the West. And once there,
living in New York and San Francisco, what he grew into and found was
a way to give voice to his experience of the modern, young, Indian
diaspora—not the stereotype of the immigrant Indian cab driver or
doctor—in the musical language he’d come to love. “I wanted to be an
Indian vocalist who told his stories through Western pop. How hard is
that to imagine? Pretty hard, I guess, from the reactions I used to get
when listeners didn’t hear any tabla or sitar. But the musical language is
the same, what we have as garba-dandiya music for example is actually
just music in 12 8 time signature for example. I've incorporated more
rhythms than actual Indian instrumentation, so it's a bit more subtle

than overt.”
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Ameet went to the US as a “techie” in 1995. But it was only after he
moved to New York after a couple of years that he began to immerse
himself in jazz and began performing the American songbook whenever
and wherever he could — at weddings, street corners, parks, cafes, and
bars. His persistence paid off with a jazz-pop residency at the notorious
Marion’s Continental on Bowery, where the patrons and fans
encouraged him to set his own story to song. Needing to find inspiration
for his original material, he set off on a creative quest across the
country that landed him in San Francisco. It was there that he conceived
Greasy Rails; the ensuing material was written and composed over the

next two years.

A musician whose honest storytelling is set to pop-rock music, his first
offering is pure global rock that gets up-close and personal. “I didn’t
want to be another Indian crossover singer. If my music crosses over

anything, it’s from pop to folk-rock.”

Those, for him, are the global, barrier-breaking languages.

Aiyushman Dutta

Journalist and Founder Secretary, Eastern Beats Music Society.
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Festival of Indigenous Music, Games and Culture enthralls Dimapur

Thai muicians to perform in City

First recorded case in Meghalaya, toothbrush removed from woman’s stomach
without surgery

Digital Literacy Curriculum Centre at Golaghat

Special session underway at IFFI to commemorate NE cinema
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BJP leader likely to surrender

Congress demands CM’s resignation
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Dalai Lama to visit Manipur on October 17
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