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IMA allege anomalies in Covid-19 management
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Greetings from Indian Medical Association, Assam State Branch.

The Indian Medical Association hereby expresses great resentment and reservations an the recent policy changes of
the Govt. of Assam on the management of Covid-19 situation in the state.

With the present surge of Covid-19 patients |t will be difficult for the government ta control the situation if proper
planning is not done.

Increasing hospital beds without manpower planning will be futile exercise as we have very limited resource in
terms of doctors and health workers,

IMA strongly protests the government's order of engaging health workers and doctors in 11 days' continuous service
in the Covid Wards and thereafter only 3 days of guarantine before re-engaging them in Covid duties subject to
testing negative for the disease.

It does not require mention that working in Covid wards continuously for 11 days wearing full PPE kits and in this
torrid summer, without air-conditioning in most centres, would be very much exerting and exhausting and IMA fears
the goevernment's decision will demoralize the frontline workers.

Maoreover IMA strongly protests the government's decision to switch over to antigen tests for checking health
waorkers engaged in Covid duty as the ICMR has already mentioned that this test is less sensitive and a negative tast
does not rule out Covid, moreover requires confirmation of the negative status by a PCR test.

IMA takes strong exception to the fact that already a large number of doctors and health workers have fallen victim
to the Covid and such unplanned and insensitive steps will further endanger the health workers and time Is pot far
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Guwahati: The Indian Medical Association has strongly criticized the
COVID19 care and management in Assam and suggested the
government to formulate measures taking the medical experts into

confidence.

In a letter to health minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, IMA's state unit
alleged a number of anomalies in the system which why, the number of

infected doctors and health workers has gone up on every passing day.

Page 1 of 5


https://wa.me/?text=IMA%20allege%20anomalies%20in%20Covid-19%20management%20https%3A%2F%2Fassamtimes.org%2Farticle%2Fima-allege-anomalies-in-covid-19-management-22517
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fassamtimes.org%2Farticle%2Fima-allege-anomalies-in-covid-19-management-22517
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassamtimes.org%2Farticle%2Fima-allege-anomalies-in-covid-19-management-22517&text=IMA%20allege%20anomalies%20in%20Covid-19%20management
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/ima-allege-anomalies-in-covid-19-management-22517/pdf
mailto:?subject=IMA%20allege%20anomalies%20in%20Covid-19%20management&body=https%3A%2F%2Fassamtimes.org%2Farticle%2Fima-allege-anomalies-in-covid-19-management-22517
http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/AT%20News

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

The association further questioned the government's intention on the
violation of ICMR guidelines for home treatment of the asymptomic

patients.
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Dr. Satyafit Borah Dr. Hemanga Baishya Dr. Rajumani Sarma
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Ref. No IMA-ASH/2020/010 T July, 2020
To,

Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma,
Minister, Health & Family Welfare Department,
Government of Assam, Dispur, Assam,

Dear Sir,
Greetings from Indian Medical Association, Assam State Branch,

The Indian Medical Association hereby expresses great resentment and reservations on the recent policy changes of
the Govt. of Assam on the management of Covid-19 situation in the state.

With the present surge of Covid-19 patients it will be difficult for the governmeant ta control the situation if proper
planning is not done.

Increasing hospital beds without manpower planning will be futile exercise as we have very limited resource In
terms of doctors and health workers,

IMA strongly protests the government's order of engaging health workers and doctors in 11 days' continuous service
in the Covid Wards and thereafter only 3 days of guarantine before re-engaging them in Covid duties subject to
testing negative for the disease.

It does not require mention that working in Covid wards continuously for 11 days wearing full PPE kits and in this
torrid summer, without air-conditioning in most centres, would be very much exerting and exhausting and IMA fears
the gavernment's decision will demoralize the frantline workers.

Moreover IMA strongly protests the government's decision to switch over to antigen tests for checking health
waorkers engaged in Covid duty as the ICMR has already mentioned that this test is less sensitive and a negative test
does not rule out Covid, moreover requires confirmation of the negative status by a PCR test.

IMA takes strong exception to the fact that already a large number of doctors and health workers have fallen victim
to the Covid and such unplanned and insensitive steps will further endanger the health workers and time is pot far
away that doctors and health workers will have to serve the peaple with Covid In their persans.

IMA also demands a critical review by the government why so many health workers and doctors are affected by the
disease while working with the disease.

IMA also advises the government to adhere to ICMR's advice of managing and supervising asymptomatic Covid
patients who qualify for home treatment to get themselves treated in thelr homes as it |s not possible with limited
resourses and facilities to treat the large numbers of cases.

IMA urges upon the government to take experienced healthcare professionals and groups in confidence in proper
planning to face the challenges rather than taking closed door and whimsical decisions. Otherwise the much talked
about successful Assam model will collapse in no time.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

(Dr. Sutyajit Boruh) (Dr. Hemanga Baishyn)
Stute President Haony, State Seeretury
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Israeli Journalist Gideon Levy Receives 2026 PEC Award

Shyntor Festival to return to Shyntorbulia in December

AUW]J urges Assam to match Bengal journalist welfare measures

Hiren Gohain Slams Akhil Gogoi Over "Self-Serving" Politics Amid Congress-Raijor
Dal Rift

UN recognises campaign against child marriage with global day declaration

ON THIS DAY

Radio Salesian Journalist makes to India Book of Records

Ayushman Bharat cards distributed

Hills scholar bags PhD for study on energy efficient architecture

Husband sets wife on fire

Sankardeb birth anniv gets underway

RELATED

Nazira tension persists after youth leader’s killing; police probe alleged drug
network

BTC venture teachers seek government support before Supreme Court
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ABSU burns copies of ‘Hamkoshar Parishista’ over Bodo script issue

Tension persists in Bihubar after former paramilitary personnel’s killing

A heartfelt tribute to poet Anis Uz Zaman
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