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LATEST NEWS
Guwahati scribes celebrate R-Day

’ Nava Thakuria - 20:51, 26 Jan 2015 - 9207 views - 2 min read

community newspaper

Times

Journalists and conscious citizens of Assam on Monday once again defied
militants’ diktat and celebrated (/taxonomyterm/2092) the 66th Republic Day at
Guwabhati Press Club. Hoisting the national flag, senior journalist Pramod
Kalita called upon one and all to pay respect to the Tricolour, which
symbolizes the spirit of freedom and also the sacrifices of numerous freedom
fighters.
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Kalita pointed out that India, unlike many of its neighbours, has maintained
the spirit of democracy since the days of Independence. He however
cautioned that every Indian must be cautious against (/taxonomy/term/1929) anti-
national elements and also some veiled entities pretending to be progressive,
secular and patriotic.

Earlier, senior journalists Rupam Barua and Ranen Kumar Goswami
described how a section of journalists took the challenge to defy the diktat of
separatist militants in 1998 and hoisted the national flag in the press club and
continued the spirit to observe both the Republic and Independence Days.

Journalists and citizens then took out a procession raising patriotic slogans.
Those who attended the programme included Dr Jagadindra Raichoudhury;,
Vivekananda Choudhury, Hem Bora (/taxonomy/term/1799), Jahnavi Goswami,
Mrinal A. Hazarika, Hrishikesh Dutta, Pranabjit Doloi, DN Singh, Kailash
Sarma, Purabi Barua, Pradip Thakuria, Nava Thakuria, Sumana Dutta, Anita
Kalita Goswami, Akhyamala Thakuria, Namita Bora (/taxonomyjterm/1799) and
many others.

Over the years, it has become almost a reflex action for various banned
militant outfits of Assam, Manipur (/taxonomy/term/64) and north Bengal to call for
boycott of the R-Day programme, protesting against (/taxonomyjterm/1929) the
‘colonial Indian government’ allegedly exploiting the resources of the region.
This year too was no different, and people responded to the boycott call with
near total indifference.

Nava Thakuria
Senior journalist based in Guwahati.
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