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Phaguni, a greater adjutant found its natural home after one month stay as a special guest at the 

Assam State Zoo. It was released on 21 March after a grand farewell at Dodora village located 15 

kms from Guwahati city, the birth place of the bird, by forest officials of the Assam forest 

department, Conservationists and the local villagers.

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 1 of 4

https://wa.me/?text=Greater%20adjutant%20treated%20https%3A%2F%2Fassamtimes.org%2Farticle%2Fgreater-adjutant-treated-3646
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fassamtimes.org%2Farticle%2Fgreater-adjutant-treated-3646
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassamtimes.org%2Farticle%2Fgreater-adjutant-treated-3646&text=Greater%20adjutant%20treated
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/greater-adjutant-treated-3646/pdf
mailto:?subject=Greater%20adjutant%20treated&body=https%3A%2F%2Fassamtimes.org%2Farticle%2Fgreater-adjutant-treated-3646
http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/Amarjyoti%20Borah


 Phaguni a two month old greater adjutant was seriously injured, and was under treatment at the 

Assam state zoo for almost a month under the supervision of Dr. Bijoy Gogoi, veterinary surgeon 

posted at the Assam State zoo and Dr. Debojit Das, of the Rani Vulture Breeding Centre.

 “The bird was found at a very critical stage, now it is perfectly fine. It was encouraging to see it 

fly after one month under treatment”, adds Das.

 “Most likely the baby bird fell down from the tree where it was living under the supervision of its 

mother. It was found in a serious state on 23 February and has been under treatment and 

supervision since then”, says conservationist Purnima Barman, of the NGO Aaranyak who is 

pursuing a research on Greater Adjutant. “The breeding period is between September-March and 

this period a lot of Greater Adjutant dies by falling from the trees, last year there were 22 reported 

deaths.”, adds Barman. 

 Conservationists say they are alarmed at the reduction in the numbers of this endangered 

species. “The number of greater adjutant has gone down alarmingly. This ceremonious event 

followed by the farewell to the Adjutant, Phaguni was an effort to make the villagers aware of the 

importance of the bird”, says renowned Conservationist Bibhab Talukdar of Aaranyak.

 Aaranyak had organised a meeting on March 21 at the house of Bapuram Das, the tree owner of 

the tree from which the bird fell down in February. “I was never aware of the importance of the 

Greater Adjutant bird, today I have taken a vow that I will always try to protect these birds”, said 

Das at the meeting He also praised Purnima Barman for her efforts to protect these birds and also 

making the villagers aware about how valuable these birds are for the nature. “Earlier the children 

in our village didn’t know about these birds, now they are always on the lookout for any Great 

Adjutant which might be in danger or need medical attention, and report these to the forest 

department”, adds Das.
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 Praising Aaranyak for their conservation efforts, DFO Narayan Mahanta said knowledge about 

nature is very important and it needs to penetrate into the rural areas. “Today we have taken only 

one small step, our goal is still far ahead and for that we need active cooperation from the 

villagers”, said Mahanta. “The concept and idea of the meeting followed by the release of the bird 

was excellent, also it was really productive as it involved the villagers in their locality”, said senior 

forest official George Ahmed after the event. 
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