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The sound that can melt hearts, the melody that can be felt within & the

symphony that can bring a head bangers ball, in short this is what

Farmaan can be defined as. Farmaan doesn’t have a constrained genre

as all the members are having varied influences and musical inclination.

It likes to do constant experiments with all kinds of music varying from

classic rock & metal to RNB & blues.
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Away from their hometown, all the members were quite academically

inclined. They have completed their engineering from the prestigious

institutions and are currently working as engineers in large PSUs and

MNCs. They even got a chance to complete their Masters in elite

colleges like Georgia Tech, NUS and many other colleges abroad but

their love for the music couldn’t allow them to go away. They stayed

back so that they could hold on to their dreams, the dream of making it

big & creating a revolution in the Assamese music industry.

Although they stayed back it seemed that their dreams were fading

away. Frustrated in their own office cubicles they were trying to work

out a plan to get out of their monotonous office work. Luck shone on

them and they could find like minded colleagues. This led to the

inception of ‘ Vervain Productions’. The brain child of Soumya Dash,

Vervain Productions has partners who are basically engineers from

colleges like IITs & NITs.

Now under the banner of Vervain Productions the band has released

their first album ‘DRIHRATA’ on 23rd May 2010. ‘Drihrata’ contains 9

tracks, 5 in Assamese, and 4 bonus tracks in Hindi. The fact that all the

tracks are completely different and each has got its unique style is what

makes this band so special. Language doesn’t have a barrier for the

band so their lyrics are both in Assamese and Hindi. In the album it can

be easily seen that the band doesn’t have any constrained genre,

‘Oxanto Hridoy’ is a power ballad, ‘ Lorali ‘ is a soft rock number,

‘Xopun’ is influenced by R&B and ‘Drihrata’ is more or less a Nu-metal

number. So the album has something for everyone.

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 2 of 7



The band has also released a promotional vide of their song ‘ Oxanto

Hridoy ‘ which is undoubtedly one of the costliest music video in the

Assamese music industry. The song is about the frustrations of people of

all ages which is very aptly portrayed by Deepak Dey , one of the leading

video director and choreographer of Assam. The you tube link for the

video is given below:

About the band:

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 3 of 7



Farmaan was formed in 2007 when childhood buddies Neil and Gazi met

in Chennai and came to know about each other’s talent. Pursuing their

graduation from different cities at that time, Neil and Gazi, managed to

jam with Manash(drums) making Chennai as their base for jamming.

The band used to practice on every weekend, Gazi would come all the

way from Trichy which was a hectic 8 hrs bus journey. Their sound

seemed to be fresh but the band felt the great need of a bassist. Finally

they found their mutual friend, Madhurjya(Bass) back in Guwahati who

completed the sound of Farmaan. During semester breaks they would

jam in Guwahati and in a span of 1 year they recorded six tracks.

The band had to face many problems in the initial stages as their

language, which was initially Hindi, hindered them to participate in the

rock competitions held in IITs and NITs. Hindi rock was completely new

and the crowd in Chennai and Bangalore was more inclined to death

metal. But the band stuck to its genres and when they promoted its

recorded tracks in all the colleges in Chennai the response that they got

was immense. They were constantly invited as guest artists in many

events of the different colleges. In December 2009 the band also got an

invitation to perform in Mood Indigo, the annual cultural fest of IIT

Mumbai but due to the job pressure of the band members they had to

decline the offer. But now backed by Vervain Productions the band

members are not hesitating even to the slightest extent to put their jobs

on stake and pursue their true love which is music.

Band Members:
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Gazi Mehboob ( Lead Guitars and Vocals):

A graduate in Production Engineering from NIT, Trichy, Gazi Mehboob, a

self taught guitarist, has been running his fingers on the frets since the

last 7 years. His influences are basically metal acts like Iron maiden ,

Megadeth , Opeth but at the same time he is also inclined towards sufi

and Indian classical. He is the main person behind the compositions and

lyrics. He loves to fuse metal with sufi music. He is currently working as

a manager in NMDC Ltd, the leading mining organization of the

government.

Neil Sarmah (Lead Vocals and Rhythm)

A passed out from SRM University in Electronics & Telecom, Neil

Sarmah is a die hard fan of Nusrat, Rahat and Shafqat Amanat and

considers them as his prime influence. He is open to all genres. He is a

self learned vocalist and his main strength lies in the high pitched

aalaps that can be heard in most of the songs of Farmaan. As he has not

received any formal training Neil is planning to train himself in Indian

Classical Music so that he can even refine his god gifted talent. He is

currently working as an Asst. Systems Engineer in TCS, New Delhi.

Manash (Drums)
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A graduate from SRM University in Electronics & Communication,

Manash a.k.a Max has played the tabla for 12 years and managed to get

a visharad before he switched to congo and drums. He is currently

working as a Network Engineer in CISCO, Gurgaon.

Madhurjya (Bass)

Currently pursuing his B.Tech in Instrumentation Madhurjya has been

associated with different bands in Guwahati before he joined Farmaan.

His inclination is towards Nu-Metal, Punk, Grudge and but at the same

time he is also a die hard fan of Harris, which can be seen in the bass

lines of some of the metal acts of the band.

editor
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