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BJP and its ruling coalition partners would have to pay heavy price in

the upcoming Lok Sabha polls if what the experts dealing with the north

eastern affairs say are any indication. Veteran journalist Sanjoy

Hazarika said the escalating anger might adversely impact the BJP's

voter base in the region. Excerpts from the interview with Sanjoy

Hazarika, journalist author, and currently Director of Commonwealth

Human Rights Initiative.

AT: How would you justify the seismic wave of protests in the entire

north east against the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016?
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Sanjoy Hazarika: What is there to justify: this is public anger at the

Centre for not listening to the concerns of people in the Brahmaputra

Valley, which have been clearly stated by many groups for nearly two

years of the Bill -- and which has been a fundamental of the movement

in the state for decades -- to treat all illegal migrants on an equal basis

without religious considerations. Also, there is a question of equal rights

for all and mandated by the constitution.

AT: Union home minister Rajnath Singh said the Bill in question is never

only targetted to Assam. It would be applicable to the entire nation.

Then why only North East is erupting in protest?

Sanjoy Hazarika: Because the problem has been of concern to Assam

especially and the NE in particular for over 70 years. Politicians, policy

makers, media in other parts of India, 'scholars' and bureaucrats need to

know our history before rushing with remedies; it is not an issue of the

past two years

AT: Will it help Congress in the North East in view of the party's stiff

protest against the Bill?

Sanjoy Hazarika: It will not help the BJP and those who align with it.

And it would, in my view, adversely impact the BJP's voter base, support

and outcome in a few of the seats it is holding. Congress may benefit as

would AGP and other political groups but this can become a strong

reality if they come to a pre-poll alliance based on their strengths in

specific constituencies, given their different support bases and given the

fact that Assam has a very heterogeneous population and voting

structure.

 

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 2 of 4



(Hazarka's recent publication is "Strangers No More: New Narratives

from India's Northeast")

Bg Gogoi

Journalist, Coder, Traveler. Facebook: https://facebook.com/gogoi

BY BG GOGOI

Snow Leopards Find Allies in Ladakh Villages Through Community-Led

Conservation

Zubeen Garg (1972–2025): the voice that carried Assam's soul to every corner of

the world

Journalist Shot in Manipur Days After Nagaland Deputy CM’s Threat

From Finance to Futures: Why NEDFi Matters to the Northeast

A Week of Music That Touched My Soul: Lou Majaw, Peso Pluma & Bhupen

Hazarika

ON THIS DAY

APCC demands CBI investigation into Kokrajhar encounter killing

Shameful: police recruitment test cancelled

ABSU expelled Rinjoy Boro

NSCN (R) cadres apprehended

Air ambulance in Manipur soon

RELATED

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 3 of 4

https://www.amazon.in/Strangers-No-More-Narratives-Northeast/dp/938406744X
https://www.amazon.in/Strangers-No-More-Narratives-Northeast/dp/938406744X
http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/Bg%20Gogoi
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/snow-leopards-find-allies-in-ladakh-villages-through-community-led-conservation-subheadline
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/zubeen-garg-1972-2025-the-voice-that-carried-assam-s-soul-to-every-corner-of-the-23590
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/journalist-shot-in-manipur-days-after-nagaland-deputy-cm-s-threat-23534
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/from-finance-to-futures-why-nedfi-matters-to-the-northeast-23512
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/a-week-of-music-that-touched-my-soul-lou-majaw-peso-pluma-bhupen-hazarika-23443
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/apcc-demands-cbi-investigation-into-kokrajhar-encounter-killing-22840
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/shameful-police-recruitment-test-cancelled-22578
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/absu-expelled-rinjoy-boro-22157
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/nscn-r-cadres-apprehended-21668
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/air-ambulance-in-manipur-soon-19904


Statue of first Bodo engineer Haliram Brahma installed at Bodoland University

Illegal earth excavation alleged along Namti River in Nazira

Cattle theft in Geleki: One arrested, two escape

Shyntor Festival to return to Shyntorbulia in December

Third citizens’ convention in Nazira calls for scientific probe into July 19 floods

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 4 of 4

http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/statue-of-first-bodo-engineer-haliram-brahma-installed-at-bodoland-university
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/illegal-earth-excavation-alleged-along-namti-river-in-nazira
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/cattle-theft-in-geleki-one-arrested-two-escape
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/shyntor-festival-to-return-to-shyntorbulia-in-december
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/third-citizens-convention-in-nazira-calls-for-scientific-probe-into-july-19-floods-2

