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Boost for AFSPA go back call
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Come Thursday. The voice against the Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Act, 1958 is set to get a major boost. As many as seven organizations
are holding a day long discussion on the draconian Act that has been

drawing protest across the north eastern region.

Organized by the Centre for Research and Advocacy, Human Rights
Alert, Manab Adhikar Sangram Samiti, WinG-India, North East Dialogue
Forum, Borok People Human Rights Organisation, dozens of social
activists and human rights activists have confirmed their participation in

the meeting at the Gauri Sadan near Dighalipukhuri.

Prof. Apurba Kumar Barua will open the programme to be participated
by Human Rights Alert Executive director Babloo Loitongbam along
with Akhil Ranjan Dutta from Gauhati University, Nagaland writer Kaka
Iralu, AnjumanAra Begum from WinG-India, JitenYumnam from Human
Rights Activist, Centre for Research and Advocacy in Manipur, Sinam
Prakash Singh from NESO and lawyer Bijon Mahajan. Fr. Melvine, North
East Social Research Centre from Guwahati has also confirmed his

participation.
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GUWAHATI, October 1, 2026 — The Department of Applied Biology,

University of Science & Technology Meghalaya (USTM), in association
with the Microbiologists Society, India (MBSI) and the Federation of
European Microbiological Societies (FEMS), concluded International
Microorganisms Day 2026 and a national workshop on “Academic

Writing and Scholarly Publications” on Thursday.

The programme, held from September 17, focused on strengthening
academic writing, research communication and scholarly publishing
skills among Master’s students, research scholars and early-career

researchers.

USTM Vice Chancellor Prof G D Sharma inaugurated the programme.
Prof Kumananda Tayung, Dean, Faculty of Sciences, Gauhati University,
and Dr Niraj Singh, State President, MBSI (Assam & Meghalaya),
attended as Chief Guest-cum-Resource Person and Guest of Honour

respectively.

Experts from India and Saudi Arabia conducted sessions on scientific
writing, manuscript preparation, publication ethics, scholarly
communication and journal selection. Participants from USTM, The
Assam Royal Global University and Cotton University attended the

programme.

A Poster and Model Competition was also organised, with prizes

distributed to the winners.
The programme was organised under the chairpersonship of Dr Sony

Kumari, Head, Department of Applied Biology, with Dr Yugal Kishore

Mohanta as Convener and Dr Tamanna Bhuyan as coordinator.
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