Assam Times — assamtimes.org

BK Handique takes oath as cabinet minister
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Assam Congress leader and Jorhat MP Bijoy Krishna Handique is one of
the cabinet ministers who took oath as cabinet minister in the

Manmohan Singh’s new cabinet.

Handique, the sixth time MP from Jorhat Lok Sabha seat has been
elevated this time from the minister of state for chemicals and fertilizer.
The veteran Congress leader, the son of Krishna Kanta Handique was

born on December 1, 1934.

He cleared his post graduate studies at Calcutta University. In 1973,
Handique was elected as Jorhat Congress committee president and also
was in the stint as a member of AICC(I) from 1973 to 1991.In 1972,
Handique was elected to the Assam Legislative Assembly. During 1974-
1977, he was in the stints of Chairman of Estimates Committee, Assam
Legislative Assembly, Chairman, Inquiry Committee on Assam State
Electricity Board and Member, Committee on Government Assurances,

Assam Legislative Assembly.

Thereafter from 1980 to 1986, he was elected to the Rajya Sabha and in
1991 he was elected to 10th Lok Sabha and in this stint he was the
member of Consultative Committee, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas, Committee on Official Language, Committee on External Affairs

and the Committee on Food and Civil Supplies.

In 1996, he was re-elected to 11th Lok Sabha. During this period, he
was a member with the committee on external affairs. Handique was
elected to the Lok Sabha for the third time in 1998 where he headed the
Railway Convention Committee and a member of the committee on
industry and the Consultative Committee. He was again elected to the
13th Lok Sabha in 1999. For the fifth time, he was re-elected to 14th
Lok Sabha. This is for the sixth term he was elected to the 15 th Lok
Sabha.
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