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Assam consumes 4.09 lakh bottles liquor daily, 58%
revenue collection increases
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Assam, India’s 15th least populous state, on average consumes 1.75 lakh
bottles beer and 2.34 lakh bottles Indian made foreign liquor (IMFL)

daily through authorised vendors in the state.

It has been revealed by the Assam state excise department.
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According to the state excise department data, the people of the state
have consumed 6.44 crore bulk litre of liquor in the first seven months

of this financial year.

From April 1 to October 30 in 2018-19 financial year, a total of
3,68,76,708 bulk litre of IMFL and 2,75,91,705 bulk litre of beer were

consumed by the people of Assam.

On average, the people of the state have consumed 92.09 lakh bulk litre

of liquor per month.

According to the state excise department, one bottle measures 750 ml
and in one case there are 12 bottles and one case is measured as 9 bulk

litres.

During the 2015-16 financial year, the state had consumed 6.91 crore

bulk litre of liquor, while the state consumed 7.12 crore bulk litre in

2016-17, 8.06 crore bulk litre in 2017-18.

Public relations officer to state excise minister Sailendra Pandey said
that, the IMFL and Beer consumption are high, but overall liquor
consumption went down by 5.46 percent in 2017-18 compared to the

previous year.
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“In 2017-18, country liquor consumption went down by 36.30 percent
compared to the previous year. Overall liquor consumption in the state
has been gradually gone down compared to the previous years. Despite

of the liquor consumption goes down, the state excise department has

collected more revenue since 2016-17,” Sailendra Pandey said.

The revenue collection of state excise department has increased 58

percent in past three years.

Pandey said that, the state excise department has contributed Rs 1500

crore to the state exchequer in 2016-17 and it increased to Rs 1900
crore in 2017-18 and Rs 1700 crore in 2018-19 till December.

The Assam excise official further said that, the state excise department

has initiated several reforms to bring transparency in overall systems.

“The state excise department has already changed its 100 years old
Excise Act and rules. After changing the decades old act and rules, all
kinds of excise levies and fee are now deposited through online. Earlier,
it was manual and many corruptions were happened in that system. It
was difficult to trace the depositor. But the new system helped to stop
inflow of black money and brought transparency in the excise

administration,” Pandey said.

Sailendra Pandey further said that, the state excise department has

taken several steps to stop corruption and illegal liquor transportation.
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On the other hand, Assam based businessman Jitu Goswami said that,
the state excise department has taken first point taxation system, which

helped to stop corruption and leakages.

“Earlier the state government had lost huge revenue following leakages
from bonded houses to small vendors. But now, it has been totally
stopped which helped to increase the revenue collection. Now, people

are doing easy business through the online system,” Jitu Goswami said.

The state excise department had closed over 200 liquor shops, few
bonded warehouses for violation of state excise act and rules in past two

years.

It is to be mentioned that, the Enforcement Directorate has arrested
several state excise officials and liquor mafia in connection with the
several thousand crore rupees scam of the excise department happened

during previous Congress-led government in the state.

Hemanta Nath
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Meghalaya woman found death inside a police station in Guwahati
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Congress won the Meghalaya by-poll

Manipur attack : NIA gets custody of top NSCN(K) leader

2 ULFA(I) militants held in Sonitpur

ANLA’s C-in-C and six others nabbed

ON THIS DAY

AJYCP protests against Lower Subansiri hydropower project

School reopening in the state

UPPL ready for election

Physical assault on magistrate in Kokrajhar

Peace Conversations in Assam

RELATED

Statue of first Bodo engineer Haliram Brahma installed at Bodoland University

Illegal earth excavation alleged along Namti River in Nazira

Cattle theft in Geleki: One arrested, two escape

Shyntor Festival to return to Shyntorbulia in December

Third citizens’ convention in Nazira calls for scientific probe into July 19 floods
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