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Aiyar Pins Hope on NE Trade Link with SE Asia
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Guwahati: Union minister for development of the north eastern region Mani
Shankar Aiyar says the Look East Policy can be successful only when the
region links with South East Asia.

Addressing a visiting delegation from Thailand on Friday in Agartala, Mr
Aiyar says the South East Asia’s link with the north eastern region cannot
come only through trade but through an integral business relationship.

Disclosing that the Government pins hope on as many as 50 more airports in
the North East within the next five years, the minister this will help the
region boost trade with the South East Asia.

According to Mr. Aiyar, some of the key areas of economic activity where
Thailand has made its mark are rubber industry, bamboo industry;,
handlooms & handicrafts and natural gas. In the rubber industry the North
Eastern region could take advantage of the Thai expertise and offer very
fruitful investment opportunities.

Tripura and the entire North Eastern region should provide these investment
opportunities to Thailand to mutually gain from such collaborations, he says.

With this kind of collaboration the present 30,000 acres under natural rubber
cultivation in Tripura could be targeted at three times this area, he says
adding that similar kind of collaborations could be worked out in Bamboo,
Handlooms & handicrafts and areas of Natural Gas. He also emphasised the
need to develop an impressive road network in the north eastern region.

Mr Aiyar maintains that the Government plans to put in $ 15 billion in road
construction in this area adding that the Thai expertise in this area is most
impressive and it can be used for building road transport infrastructure in
the NE region.

He further says rail and air connectivity in the region is also an area of
priority. About 600 intra regional air services within the region per week are

expected to serve in near future.

Thai Minister of Commerce Mr. Krirk-krai Jirapaet says he is very keen on
Indo Thai business relations and hopes that at the end of this three day visit
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many areas of such cooperation could be identified.

Thirty-two members including heads of different business agencies and
export councils are accompanying Mr. Krirk-krai Jirapaet. These members
will interact with Indian business counterparts and discuss
business/investment opportunities.

The delegation is visiting Guwahati and Shillong apart from Agartala during
their visit.
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